
 

 

 

 

Friday 14 January 2022 

Dear Crofton Parish, 

There is quite a lot of information in this week’s Letter! Here goes… 

 

This weekend at Holy Rood and St Mary’s, we continue our ‘Starting Over’ series. Please remember that it’s the 

Stubbington 10k this Sunday! If you’re new to Holy Rood, this is a wonderful event but causes a lot of disruption 

at our morning services. Parking in the village isn’t easy so do give yourself extra time to get to church. 

 

#2022GOALS Sunday 23 January 2022 

Next Sunday (23 January), we’ll be looking at our #2022Goals as a parish at the 10am & 11.30am services at Holy 

Rood. You may already know a bit about these through the term-cards we’ve been giving out (it’s attached to this 

letter too). I’ll be saying more next week. 

This will be an important Sunday for us as a Parish in seeking to be ‘the heart of God at the heart of our 

community’. So, I do hope you’ll make being involved a priority. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – Monday 17 to Sunday 23 January 

Churches Together in Stubbington are once again running a series 

of events to mark this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  

The details are as follows: 

 

The week will be finishing with a Joint Service at Stubbington Baptist Church at 6.30pm on Sunday 23 January. 

There will be no Evening Service at Holy Rood this Sunday, though Crofton Youth will be on as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon 17 Jan 10.30am Methodist Church, Burnt House Lane 

Tue 18 Jan 2.00pm Shoreline (at Crofton Community Centre) 

Wed 19 Jan tbc Roman Catholic Church, Bells Lane 

Thu 20 Jan 10.00am Holy Rood Church, Gosport Road 

Fri 21 Jan 2.00pm Baptist Church, Jay Close 



 

Our next Alpha begins on Monday 31 January at 7pm at Holy 

Rood. Alpha is an introduction to the heart of the Christian faith 

in a no-pressure environment. You get to explore your own 

thoughts and belief with people like you. 

We’ll be running a shortened Alpha this year and it will be both 

on-site and online, with a Zoom discussion group as well as a 

couple of groups on-site. 

It’s not too late to be involved with Alpha. Who could you bring? 

 

We’ve had lots of people join us during 2021, which is wonderful. 

But Crofton Parish is a big place, so we host regular ‘Welcome’ 

events for anyone who’s joined recently. 

Our first Welcome event of 2022 is on Sunday 13 February at 

11am in the Parish Hall (between the two morning services). It’s 

for anyone who has joined Crofton Parish during 2021 and will 

give you the chance to get to know a bit more about the Parish 

and meet some of the team. 

If you would like to come along, please do let the Parish Office know. There will be refreshments. 

As you may know, one aspect of Sophie Fairall’s legacy is ‘Sophie’s Snack 

Box’ which will provide food and emergency supplies for family’s whose 

child is in hospital. When families arrive, often unexpectedly, at hospital it 

can be difficult to find something to eat and other essential supplies. 

Sophie’s Snack Box aims to help with support families at these difficult 

moments. 

You can read more on the ‘Sophie’s Journey’ blog on Facebook. I am 

delighted that Holy Rood is a drop-off point for anyone who wants to 

contribute to the Snack Boxes. 

Please consider adding an item or two to your usual weekly shop. There is a list of suggested items at the 

collection point. You can also follow the link below to an Amazon Wishlist which will give you an idea of the kind 

of contributions that are required. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2NLSQZMP0YDE5?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR3ZoXwR9WbED6jkqQflx

wekMeZMRh5fd97zWxb4xeHY22nkdByLi8Mq8Ws 

Thanks in advance for helping out with the ‘Sophie’s Snack Box’ project. 

For prayer 

Please pray for Sarah & Mark Donaghy following the heart-breaking news that they lost their baby on Wednesday 

night. They have a difficult week ahead as Sarah is yet to deliver the baby and 3 out of 4 of their children currently 

have chickenpox.  

Sadly, Joan Clark died at the weekend. Please pray for her daughter Barbara and all the family as they come to 

terms with her sudden death. 

John MacFarlane’s funeral will be held this Saturday, 15 January, 10am at Hart Plain Church. The service will also 

be on Zoom and the link is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/740527487?pwd=RHF2bDJOK0REWVl3Zzg5ekpvWExCQT09  

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2NLSQZMP0YDE5?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR3ZoXwR9WbED6jkqQflxwekMeZMRh5fd97zWxb4xeHY22nkdByLi8Mq8Ws
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2NLSQZMP0YDE5?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR3ZoXwR9WbED6jkqQflxwekMeZMRh5fd97zWxb4xeHY22nkdByLi8Mq8Ws
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/740527487?pwd=RHF2bDJOK0REWVl3Zzg5ekpvWExCQT09


Finally 

Phew! That was a lot of information. Just a couple of brief, but important, things to note: 

Cup of Tea and Company (COTAC) is a bereavement support group that has been running in Crofton Parish for 

many years. COTAC hasn’t run since the pandemic started but we would like to restart this spring. 

However, we do need a new team. COTAC runs monthly and we would like to relaunch with a simpler approach 

focussed on supporting the recently bereaved. 

If you are interested in finding out more and possibly joining the team, I will be holding an open meeting to 

discuss relaunching COTAC on Tuesday 8 February at 1.30pm in the Oak Room in the Parish Centre. Please do 

come along. 

This week, we are re-advertising our Youth & Children’s Team Leader post. Please do pray as this is an important 

post for us to fill. You can read more about it on the Crofton Parish website. Do pass the details on to anyone you 

know that might be interested. The closing date is early February, and we hope to interview during the February 

half-term. 

With love, 

Richard 

Two-Week Diary Dates 

Sun 16 Jan St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

 
 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 
7.00pm 

BCP Holy Communion 
All In Mid-Morning Service with unstaffed creche 
Late-Morning Service with Baptism 
Evening Service with Prayer Ministry 

Wed 19 Jan Parish Hall 9.30am First Steps 

Thu 20 Jan Holy Rood 
Parish Hall 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

Thursday Morning Service 
PCC Meeting 

Sun 23 Jan St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

 
Baptist Church 

Holy Rood 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 
7.00pm 

Morning Service 
Mid-Morning Service with Children’s Groups 
Late-Morning Service 
Joint Service Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Crofton Youth (years 7-13) 

Wed 26 Jan Parish Hall 9.30am First Steps 

Thu 27 Jan Holy Rood 10.00am Thursday Morning Communion Service 
 

Starting Over – Week 3 Study Questions 

1. What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you didn’t understand or agree with? 

2. Our reading describes the two ‘halves’ of being a true worshipper as 1) gathered worship (v16) and 2) lives 

lived for the glory of God (v17). When have you experienced gathered worship that left a lasting impact on you? 

3. Think about the week ahead. What does Colossians 3.17 mean for you this week? 

 



 

 


