
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 15 October 2021 

Dear Crofton Parish, 

October & November in Crofton Parish 

There’s lots happening in Crofton Parish over the next few weeks. Here are the headlines: 

 

A Time to Remember - 23/24 October  

Every October at Holy Rood, we offer time and space for anyone bereaved to remember their loved one. Like 

2020, we will be open from 2-4pm during the weekend of 23/24 October for you to come in, sit quietly and light a 

candle if you wish.  

If you have been bereaved in the past 12 months, you are particularly invited to come, but anyone that's been 

bereaved is welcome for as short or long as they wish. 

As always, there will be people around to talk to or pray with, if you wish. Tea and coffee will be served at the 

back of church. 

 

Silly Hat Sunday – 24 October  

On Sunday 24 October at both Morning Services at Holy Rood, we will be having our first (and only) SILLY HAT 

SUNDAY. It’s been a year since John Guest died, who was such a significant figure in our church and community. 



While John was a lawyer and trustee of many local organisations, he did love a silly hat. So, this year, as a way to 

remember John and all those we lost during the pandemic and weren’t able to say goodbye to as we might have 

wanted, may I invite you to dig out the silliest hat you own and wear it to church that morning. 

I can’t wait to see what ridiculous headwear you have buried in a wardrobe somewhere! 

Young At Heart – 27 October 

The Young at Heart Team are hosting an Afternoon Tea at Holy Rood Church Centre on Wednesday 27 October at 

2:00-3.30pm. If you would like to attend please contact the Parish Office on 0139 661154 or email 

bookings@croftonparish.org.uk. 

Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 

This year, we are planning to have a Village Remembrance Sunday Service as usual. Sadly, we weren’t able to do 

this in 2020, so I’m delighted we can this year. 

The service will start at 10.45am. It will be a reduced event from what we are used to, but you are still very 

welcome to attend. 

On Sunday 14 November, there will be only be a 10am Mid-Morning Service at Holy Rood to enable us to join in. 

 

Alpha Taster Evening – 15 November 

Alpha is one of the best ways for someone to explore the Christian faith for themselves. Ahead of running Alpha 

in 2022, we will be hosting an Alpha ‘Taster Evening’ at Holy Rood on Monday 15 November. 

There will be desserts, followed by a short talk and tea & coffee. The evening will finish no later than 9pm. The 

Taster Evening will be a great introduction to anyone exploring faith for themselves. 

Please start to think and pray now about who you might bring! 

This Sunday 

As well as our 10am and 11.30am Morning Services at Holy Rood, and the 9.30am BCP Communion at St 

Edmund’s, we will be holding an Evening Service at 7pm at Holy Rood. 

The Evening Service will include time for Prayer Ministry. If you would like to be prayed for, please do come along. 

Finally… 



 

We have been involved with Gosport School Pastors for many years. This committed group support young people 

at secondary schools in Gosport, offering a listening ear and practical help. They are an invaluable part of the 

pastoral support the schools offer their students. 

This week, at the Hampshire Education Awards 2021, the Gosport School Pastors won the Award for Community 

Impact – wow! My congratulations to the whole School Pastors team. What a great example of being ‘the salt of 

the earth’. 

In the photos, you can see Andy Williams and Karen Tweed (from St Columba URC) with Rev Richard Coles who 

presented them with their award. 

If you would like to find out more about the Gosport School Pastors, you can get in touch on Facebook or through 

the Parish Office. 

With love, 

Richard 

Two-Week Diary Dates 

Sat 16 Oct Hall 9.30am Home Group Leaders Meeting 

Sun 17 Oct St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

 
 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 
7.00pm 

BCP Morning Service 
Mid-Morning Service with Children’s Groups 
Late-Morning Service 
Evening Service with Prayer Ministry 

Wed 20 Oct Parish Hall 9.30am First Steps 

Thu 21 Oct Holy Rood 
Hall 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

Thursday Morning Service 
Crofton PCC Meeting 

Sat 23 Oct & 
Sun 24 Oct 

Holy Rood 2.00pm-
4.00pm 

‘A Time to Remember’ – church open for anyone 
who has been bereaved to come in, remember 
their loved one and light a candle. 

Sun 24 Oct St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 

Morning Service 
Mid-Morning Service with Children’s Groups 
Late-Morning Service 
Evening Service with Holy Communion 
Crofton Youth (years 7-13) 

 Wed 27 Oct Parish Hall 9.30am First Steps 

Thu 28 Oct Holy Rood 10.00am Thursday Morning Service 
 


