


During Autumn 2021, we will be thinking about ‘The Next 10 Years’ in 

Crofton Parish. Alongside our Vision Statement - being ‘The Heart of 

God at the Heart of Our Community’ - we will be exploring 7 Values 

that will shape our life together as we recover from the Covid19      

pandemic and look to the future. 

This Study Guide gives you the chance to reflect more deeply on these 

7 Values. As you will see, each Value expresses biblical truth and helps 

us understand God’s call on us as individuals and a community. 

You can use this Study Guide by yourself or with others. We cover one 

Value each week and, as you will see, the Guide contains questions for 

use in groups as well as material for individual and household study. 

It’s my sincere hope that this season of thinking, praying and learning 

together will not only prepare us for life after Covid, but also for a new 

season of prayer, community and mission as a local church and as part 

of a local network of churches committed to following Jesus together. 

Yours, 

Richard 



There are 8 sections in this Study Guide, one for each week of our ‘Next 

10 Years’ teaching series. 

For each week, there is a Bible passage to read with a few simple  

questions. You can take a question a day during the week or put aside 

a longer time and do them all at once. The study guide can be used by 

individuals or households. 

In addition, each week has questions for use in Small Groups. 

 1: Our Vision 

 2: A ‘First Love’ Church 

 3. Gospel-Centred 

 4. Lifelong Disciples 

 5. A Loving Community 

 6. Salt & Light 

 7. Kingdom People 

 
8. A Local Church 

with a Global Heart 



 

 

In John 1, we read that the cosmic, universal story of the love of God coming 

into the world was expressed through Jesus ‘making his dwelling among us’. 

The Message translation uses the phrase ‘moved in next door’.  

In Jesus, the universal love of God was expressed locally. It still is today. 

Through us, God ‘moves in next door’ and makes his dwelling in our            

communities. 

The strongest relationships we have may be with people we don’t literally live 

next door to but through our workplaces, groups and interests, both in-person 

and online. So, as we think about the idea of community this week, it isn’t only 

geographical. 

1. Spend some time thinking about the stories of Jesus you know. What did 

it look like as Jesus demonstrated the universal love of God locally? 

What happened & how were those around affected? 

2. What communities are you part of? Make a list and pray for them today. 

4. What would it mean for you to express ‘the heart of God’ in the        

communities you are part of. Write down what comes to mind. Can you 

turn your thoughts into your own simple vision statement? 

5. What other Christians are involved in the same communities as you – 

workplace, neighbourhoods, community groups – and how can you   

support each other? 

6. To be ‘the heart of God’ flows from being close to the heart of God – ‘in 

the closest possible relationship with the Father’, as John 1 describes  

Jesus. As we begin this series, what can you do to walk in the closest 

possible relationship with your heavenly Father? 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

Why do you think it mattered that Jesus’ expressed God’s universal love in a 

local context? 

Community can be geographical, but it can also mean the groups and interests 

we are part of. It can be in-person or online. 

What communities are you part of? Pray that you would represent the heart of 

God in your community. 



 

 

As the famous song goes, ‘What the world needs now is love, sweet love.’ The 

New Testament agrees: fear, hate, lust and the misuse of power – the lack of 

love – scar our world and love is the answer. But where the NT takes its own 

view is that the only love that can forgive us and remake us in its image is the 

love of God expressed in Jesus Christ. 

This is what we were created for: to be loved by God and love God back. We 

have sunk far below this remarkable purpose, settling for pale imitations of the 

awe-inspiring love of God. Yet, in Jesus, our Creator woos us back to our true 

calling. To be truly human is to live in a personal relationship with a loving God. 

As one 2nd Century Christian writer put it, ‘the glory of God is a person fully 

alive.’ ‘Fully alive’ comes from being reconnected to our original purpose – to 

be people who ‘first love’ and ‘love first’. 

1 John 4 expresses this vision clearly. God is the source of all love and John 

invites us to respond to God’s demonstration of his love in sending Jesus. From 

there, John leads us into a profound challenge to re-orientate our attitudes and 

actions towards others in the light of God’s love for us and them’ ‘Anyone who 

loves God must also love their brother and sister.’ 

1. When in your life have you felt the love of God most powerfully? What 

happened? 

2. What things can you do to help you practise God’s loving presence? 

Write a short list. What will you do this week? 

3. Spend some time quietly repeating 1 John 4.16, ‘God is love. Whoever 

lives in love lives in God and God lives in them.’ How does it make you 

feel? 

4. Are there any people you find it difficult to show the love of God to? 

Pray for them today. 

5. In what ways would you like to become more loving towards God or  

others? Write a couple down and offer them to God in prayer. 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

As you reread 1 John 4.7-21, what phrases or words jump out at you? Why? 

Why do you think it mattered so much to John? 

As individuals or a group, how can you practise God’s presence this week? 

How can you support each other to do so? 



 

 

At the centre of Christianity stand an empty cross and an empty tomb. The 

‘Good News’ of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is the central truth of     

Christian faith from which comes power to transform our lives and our world. 

Over the years, churches and denominations have drifted away from being 

Gospel-centred and then wonder why the power and life of God among them 

seems to dry up. 

To be ‘Gospel-centred’ is to trust the historical account of Jesus life, death and 

resurrection recorded in the New Testament and believe that the resurrection 

proves that what Jesus said about himself and God the Father was true. From 

the empty cross flows a river of life, mercy and forgiveness that puts us right 

with God and flows out from us to influence the world around us. 

As Paul writes, ‘God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ.’ Every     

person who says ‘yes’ to Jesus becomes a sign of ‘new creation’ both in    

themselves and as they play their part in God’s reconciling work. 

1. How did you come to faith in Jesus? Who was involved? Thank God for 

them today. 

2. Think about the ‘before’ and ‘after’ of coming to faith. What’s changed 

for the better? What hasn’t yet? Offer the ‘unreconciled’ parts of yourself 

to God in confession. 

3. As you read Paul’s description of the ‘ministry of reconciliation’, what 

strikes you? Does anything inspire you? If so, what? 

4. Spend time in worship, thanking God for what he has done for you in 

Jesus Christ. 

5. Where are you called to be ‘Christ’s ambassador’? Write down the     

people and places he has sent you to. Pray for them today. 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

As you reread 2 Corinthians 5.11-21, how does the ‘ministry of reconciliation’ 

address the problems our world faces today? 

In prayer, spend some time imagining what a world ‘reconciled to God in 

Christ’ looks and feels like. Pray about it. 



 

 

Jesus’ invitation is not simply to ‘believe’ in him, but to ‘follow’ him. The word 

the Gospels use for this is ‘disciple’, which simply means student or learner. The 

Gospel is a call to a life spent following Jesus, becoming like him along the way. 

This will often be costly as it challenges our priorities, habits and lifestyle. 

Each time we enter a new life stage or opportunity, Jesus’ invites us again to 

follow him. Dallas Willard says, ‘Discipleship is the process of becoming who 

Jesus would be if he were you.’ Over time, our discipleship shapes our work, 

home life, finances and conduct. 

Between Matthew 4 and Matthew 16, Jesus’ friends’ understanding of the call 

to follow broadened and deepened. At first, it was exciting but, over time, they 

realised he was leading them to a place of surrender and sacrifice. From there, 

they were sent out to change the world and make new disciples (Matthew 28),   

beginning the process of discipleship afresh. 

1. What significant moments have marked your discipleship journey? What 

happened? 

2. Has following Jesus caused you to make any costly or difficult decisions? 

What were they and what happened? 

3. As you think about being a student of Jesus, what is he teaching you at 

present? What could you do about it? 

4. How would you describe your current life stage and circumstances? If 

‘discipleship is the process of becoming more who Jesus would be if he 

were you’, what challenges and opportunities do you face at present? 

5. Spend a few moments in quiet, hearing again Jesus’ call to ‘Follow me’. 

Respond to him in prayer. 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

Think about the journey from Matthew 4 to Matthew 16 and Matthew 28. How 

did the disciples’ understanding of following Jesus change or develop? 

How would you describe your current life stage and circumstances? If 

‘discipleship is the process of becoming more who Jesus would be if he were 

you’, what challenges and opportunities do you face at present? Spend some 

time praying for each other. 



 

 

Following Jesus is not a solo affair. As Nicky Gumbel says during the Alpha 

Course, ‘You cannot follow Jesus alone’. Jesus’ invitation to follow him is also 

an invitation into community with others who are following him too. 

Being part of a local congregation of Christians is good for us. We are 

strengthened and encouraged to serve God in his world. In Matthew 12.46-50, 

Jesus envisions his disciples as a new family, giving a powerful sense of        

belonging and community. In a local church, we also learn to serve as God has 

served us in Jesus. 

The New Testament sets a high standard for the life of a local church.           

Philippians 2 is just one example of this: ‘In your relationships with one another, 

have the same mindset as Christ Jesus’ (v5). Wow! That’s why active            

participation in a faith community is so vital – it’s where we learn to follow   

Jesus and we demonstrate to our neighbourhoods what it’s like to belong to 

him. 

1. When were you most excited about belonging to a local church? What 

was it like? 

2. Active participation in a local church is about more than Sundays; it’s 

about BELONGING and SERVING. How do you ‘belong’ in Crofton      

Parish? How do you serve? 

3. As you read Philippians 2, what strikes you about Jesus’ example? 

4. Is God calling you to get more involved in life in Crofton Parish? If so, 

where? 

5. Pray for your local church today, thanking God for it and asking for his 

grace for everyone involved? 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

As you reread Philippians 2, what do you think Paul is trying to communicate to 

the local church in retelling the story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection this 

way? 

How are you involved in the life of Crofton Parish, belonging and serving? As 

you pray for each other today, is God asking you to get more involved? If so, 

how? 



 

 

Jesus described his followers as both evidence and witnesses that his message 

was true. In Matthew 5, Jesus used two pictures to explain this. Like light that 

attracts and guides, Jesus’ disciples are visible evidence of the invisible God. 

Like salt that flavours and preserves, we are spread into society to work for 

good in the world. 

The warning in both illustrations is the same – what happens if we don’t act as 

evidence and witnesses to the grace of God? What if we lose our saltiness and 

become indistinguishable from wider society? What if we hide our light so     

no-one can see the grace of God in us? 

In Crofton Parish, we are committed to being salt and light in our society. As a 

gathered community, we want it to be easy for people to join in and discover 

Jesus for themselves. As scattered servants in our workplaces and            

neighbourhoods, we want to be distinctive as Jesus’ people, bringing good to 

those around us. 

1. Where are you called to be salt & light? List your workplaces,          

neighbourhood, community groups, etc. 

2. Spend some time praying for those places and the people involved. 

3. How can you ‘do good’ in those places? List some of the ways. 

4. As you pray, has God brought a particular person that doesn’t know him 

to mind? 

5. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you be more attentive to how you can do 

good for others today. 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

Reread Matthew 5.13-16. What’s the same about salt & light as Jesus explains 

the pictures? What’s different? 

Sometimes we struggle with the idea of ‘good works’, but Jesus is clear he 

wants us to be actively involved in our workplaces, community etc. How can 

you support each other to be actively involved doing good in your workplaces, 

neighbourhood, groups, etc? 



 

 

The Gospel is an invitation into the Kingdom of God. In his preaching, Jesus 

announced that, in him, God’s Kingdom had come near (Mark 1.15). In his life 

and miracles, Jesus demonstrated what the Kingdom of God was like. In his 

parables, he explained how the Kingdom of God works in lives and              

communities. 

The Kingdom of God is often described as ‘the rule and reign of God’. It is when 

people live in right relationship with God as King (rule) and experience the 

benefits of being within his Kingdom (reign). 

In these parables, Jesus describes the Kingdom of God as something that 

grows upwards (into the tallest tree) and spreads outwards, like yeast worked 

through dough. In the Kingdom of God, we are put right with God and the 

world around us is slowly transformed. 

In Crofton Parish, we use the language of ‘righteousness’ (being in right       

relationship with God) and ‘justice’ (earth becoming more like heaven) to     

describe the Kingdom of God (see Psalm 89.14). 

1. When you think about the phrase ‘the Kingdom of God’, what comes to 

mind? 

2. Using a website like biblegateway.com, search the phrase ‘the Kingdom 

of God’. As you read the results, what do you learn about what the   

Kingdom of God is like? 

3. Why does Jesus use the images of the mustard seed and yeast to       

describe how the Kingdom of God grows? 

4. Spend some time praying for your workplace and neighbourhood. Use 

Jesus’ prayer, ‘Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.’ 

5. What would it mean for God’s Kingdom to come in your workplace, 

school or neighbourhood? 

Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

What is Jesus trying to reach his disciples from the parables of the mustard 

seed and yeast? 

Do you understand the terms ‘righteousness’ and ‘justice’ as ways to describe 

the Kingdom of God? What would it mean for God’s Kingdom to come in your 

workplace, school or neighbourhood? 



 

 

Right from the beginning, Jesus taught his followers to have a concern for  

everyone everywhere. Simply put, if God so loved the whole world (John 3.16) 

then he wants his people to. This concern has driven global mission and     

compassion right from the beginning of the Church. 

Crofton Parish has always been full of people with a care for and experience of 

the work of God right around the world. From Albania to Zambia, you are likely 

to find someone with a personal connection to mission or compassion work in 

many countries of the world. Through our Mission Giving fund, we support   

numerous charities locally, regionally and globally. As a Resource Church within 

Portsmouth Diocese, we are also committed to supporting church regeneration 

beyond our parish. 

To be this kind of church requires a spirit of generosity and a willingness to 

commit financially to causes that don’t directly benefit us. Much of our      

members’ financial giving goes beyond the parish through our contribution to 

Portsmouth Diocese and our Mission Giving. We believe God blesses this kind 

of generosity as it reflects his own, self-giving character. 

Having a ‘global heart’ also means a long-term and wide-ranging commitment 

to creation care and playing our part in reversing man-made climate change. 

We are committed to helping fulfil the Church of England’s ambitious pledge to 

be carbon-neutral by 2030. 

1. How many places around the world have you visited? What was your 

favourite? Have you ever been to church in a different country? 

2. Reread Acts 1.1-11. It is an ambitious vision for the little group of Jesus’ 

followers. Ask God what part he wants you to play in being his witness 

‘to the ends of the earth.’ 

3. Do you support Crofton Parish financially? If not, what could you do to 

start? 

4. We support a number of organisations involved with global mission,   

social transformation and advocacy. Do you partner or support any    

similar organisations – either larger ones, such as Tearfund or Open 

Doors, or smaller ones? If not, why not pray and ask God to lead you to 

support one such organisation? 

5. What do you do to help reduce climate change at present? Is there one 

more good habit you could take on? 



Week 8 Group Questions: 

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was there anything you 

didn’t understand or agree with? 

Reread Acts 1.1-11. Who in your group has experience of global mission or aid? 

What is their experience? 

Living out our final value requires GENEROSITY and CREATION CARE. When 

was the last time you reviewed your financial support of Crofton Parish? When 

was the last time you reviewed your commitment to combatting climate 

change? As a group, what could do to support each other in these areas? 


