
 

 

 

 

Friday 17 September 2021 

Dear Crofton Parish, 

 

The last 2 weekends have been so encouraging in our parish and network. It was a joy to go down to St Mary’s, 

Rowner as they were getting set-up for the first Sunday service of the new church plant. In the end, they had over 30 

people for their first Sunday! Jude Greenfield and the planting team are doing so well getting the new project up and 

running. I’m also grateful to Kathryn England and our worship team who are now serving morning congregations at 

both Holy Rood and St Mary’s. It was great to have Kathryn leading worship with Abi Martin for the church plant at 

St Mary’s. 

When I got back to Holy Rood, both morning services were fab! I am so grateful for how we have got behind the idea 

of two morning services at Holy Rood to create more capacity during the pandemic. With St Edmund’s back to 

weekly services, too, it’s great to be able to gather in worship, prayer, learning and community. 

By the end of September, across Crofton and North Gosport, we’ll be holding 7 morning services at our 5 churches. 

This is a big deal – it’s hard work but each gathering is a way in to the life and love of God for people in our 

communities. Please do continue to pray for everyone involved across the Crofton/RBE network. 

 

Alpha – Monday 27 September, 7.30pm, Holy Rood 

The Alpha Course is a simple, no-pressure introduction to Christianity and following Jesus. Over the last 20 years, 

Alpha has helped millions of people discover God’s love in Jesus Christ for themselves and begin their faith journey. 



We will be starting our next Alpha Course on Monday 27 September. This will be a shortened course and will be in-

person only at Holy Rood. Invitations are available from Holy Rood. Please think and pray about who you might bring 

to Alpha. 

 

Earlier this year, we received a generous grant from Allchurches Trust as part of their ‘Hope Beyond’ grant 

programme, supporting churches to recover from the pandemic. Our grant application was to help us continue to 

serve our community and beyond through Church Online. They kindly gave us £4000 which has gone on upgrading 

some of our tech at Holy Rood. In the photo you’ll see a new computer and screen and two new, high quality 

cameras. When installed, these upgrades will not only help us maintain the quality of our online presence, they’ll 

also make set-up and running easier for our amazing tech team. 

My sincere thanks to Allchurches Trust for their generosity. You can find out more about Allchurches Trust and the 

‘Hope Beyond’ grant programme at the following link: 

https://www.allchurches.co.uk/what-we-fund/hopebeyond/ 

 

Crofton Parish has been involved with New Wine for many years and we will be hoping to take a big group to Week 

B of New Wine United next summer. Early Bird tickets are available until April, so there’s still time to book. 

As well as the conferences, New Wine runs an extensive network of local groups and events. This happens through 

the New Wine Regions. We are in the ‘London & West’ region (funny name, I know) and, over the summer, I was 

invited to become one of the Regional Directors for our area. After discussion with Kathryn, the team and Wardens, I 

warmly accepted the invitation. It won’t take me out of parish life too much and is a great opportunity to be involved 

in what the Lord is doing around this area. 

https://www.allchurches.co.uk/what-we-fund/hopebeyond/


 

Harvest Sunday will be October 3 at both Holy Rood and St Edmund’s. We’ll be taking donations of non-perishable 

food for the Gosport and Fareham Basics Bank. Please do give generously. 

Both services at Holy Rood that morning will be all-age, with children in for the whole time. 

Pam Fisher’s Funeral – Monday 20 Sep 11.30am 

Pam Fisher’s Funeral is at Holy Rood on Monday 20 September at 11.30am – you are very welcome to attend. Pam 

was a dearly loved member of Holy Rood for many years. Bob and their family have asked that, if you are coming, 

you wear BRIGHT COLOURS. They have also asked for no flowers, but donations instead to the British Heart 

Foundation. 

Crofton Men’s Shed 

On Tuesday 21 September at 2pm The Men’s Shed are hosting a talk by Colin Prestidge on “The History of Holy Rood 

Church” at Holy Rood. Everyone is welcome. 

For Prayer 

Please pray for healing for Beryl Harris who is currently in QA Hospital following a bad fall, which has resulted in 

black eyes, stitches, a broken wrist and a damaged shoulder.  

Two-Week Diary Dates 

Sun 19 Sep St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 

7pm 

Morning Service  
Mid-Morning Service  
Late-Morning Service 
Evening Service with Prayer Ministry 

Mon 20 Sep Holy Rood 11.30am Pam Fisher’s Funeral 

Tues 21 Sep Holy Rood 2pm Men’s Shed Event - “The History of Holy Rood 
Church” a talk by Colin Prestidge 

Wed 22 Sep Hall 10.00am First Steps 

Thu 23 Sep Holy Rood 10.00am 
7.30pm 

Thursday Morning Service 
Crofton PCC Meeting 

Sun 26 Sep St Edmund’s 
Holy Rood 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.30am 

7pm 

Morning Service  
Mid-Morning Service  
Late-Morning Service with Thanksgiving 
Evening Service with Communion 

Wed 29 Sep Hall 10.00am First Steps 

Thu 30 Sep Holy Rood 10.00am Thursday Morning Service 

 

With love, 

Richard 


