
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 23 July 2021 

Dear Crofton Parish, 

 

In this letter, I will be explaining how the removal of Covid restrictions affects our Parish. I’ll try to make it 

clear, but please do get in touch if you have any questions. 

From this week, Covid restrictions in England have ended and the responsibility for managing the virus falls 

to individuals and organisations. Case rates are rising steeply, and churches remain complex environments 

for mitigating the risks of transmission. So, over the next two weeks, the next stages of unlocking in Crofton 

Parish will be as follows: 

From this Sunday (25 July): 

Singing indoors is allowed. 

Social distancing is no longer required, instead it will be at your own discretion. 

Test and Trace is no longer legally required. However, as churches are strongly encouraged to support the 

NHS, the QR code and test and trace forms will still be available to use. 

Important things to note: 

For this Sunday only, we will maintain our current pattern of only having a portion of our congregation in 

church at Holy Rood and St Edmund’s. This means, if you are part of the group that comes to Holy Rood on 

the 2nd & 4th Sundays or in ‘Side B’ of St Edmund’s – it’s your Sunday! 

Mask wearing is no longer mandatory in indoors settings. However, the government has encouraged us to 

keep wearing masks indoors. With this in mind, I would be grateful if you would wear a mask when standing 

or singing when inside either of our churches. You can take your mask off when you’re sitting down. (NB 

This only applies to our Sunday morning services, as we can space out more easily at our other gatherings.) 

Finally, while social distancing is no longer required indoors, many people will still want to sit at some 

distance from others. At Holy Rood, there will be some areas specially demarcated for those who still wish 

to social distance. But, regardless of where people are sitting, please be sensitive to others’ needs and 

check they are comfortable with you sitting down next to them. Thank you. 

From Sunday 1 August: 

Our current pattern of Sunday mornings will come to an end. You will be free to come to St Edmund’s at 

9.30am or Holy Rood at 10am on any Sunday. 

On Sunday mornings at Holy Rood, we will ensure there are a couple of areas set aside for those who wish 

to continue to social distance. 



As mentioned above, for now, I would be grateful if you would continue to wear your mask when standing 

or singing at the morning services at Holy Rood and St Edmund’s. You can take it off when you sit down. 

You don’t need to wear your mask at other events and services, though you may do so if you wish to. 

As the summer continues, we’ll keep things under review, and I will let you know if there are any changes. 

Here are the other things happening in Crofton Parish this week: 

Sunday 25 July Evening Gathering 7-8pm 

This Sunday, we will be having a Sunday evening service at Holy Rood at 7pm. Like our previous evening 

gatherings, this will be a time of worship, teaching and prayer with the opportunity to receive Communion. 

I will be speaking from Exodus 2 on, ‘What God does for you, he wants to do through you.’ 

New Wine: United Breaks Out 29 July – 3 August 

Crofton Parish has been involved with New Wine for many years, 

often taking nearly 100 people to the summer conference. This 

year, New Wine’s ‘United Breaks Out’ conference is exclusively 

online and free. The conference runs from Thursday 29 July to 

Tuesday 3 August and includes content and sessions for adult and 

children of all ages, as well as a full Luminosity youth programme. 

You can find out more details and how to sign up here: 

https://www.new-wine.org/events/united-breaks-out/ 

If you’ve never been to a New Wine event, this is a great opportunity to try it out.  

On Sunday 1 August, we will be showing the UBO Morning Celebration at Holy Rood after our morning 

gathering. For anyone who wants to stay, we’ll then be having a BBQ lunch (£5 per person, children free). 

So that we know numbers for catering, please email bookings@croftonparish.org.uk or phone the Parish 

Office. If you require a vegetarian option, please let us know when booking. 

Finally 

These next few weeks present yet another twist in the tale of the pandemic. How we respond to the lifting 

of restrictions will vary widely, yet we are all going to have to get along with each other – both in church 

and society. 

Dan spoke movingly on Sunday about what freedom is for, which is to serve others, not satisfy ourselves. 

This is summed up in Galatians 5.13: 

‘You were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 

rather, serve one another humbly in love.’ 

It may be that, especially in the warmer weather, we find ourselves getting easily annoyed or frustrated 

with those we consider to be either too cautious or too cavalier. If you find yourself in that situation, please 

memorise this verse and put it into practice, empathising with those who view things differently from you 

and seeking out ways to serve them. 

If we can do this, then this latest stage of the unfolding pandemic will be transformed into another 

opportunity to become more like Jesus. 

With love, 

Richard 
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