
 

  
Dear Crofton Parish, 

 

 

While Easter weekend this year is different from what we are used to, we can still 
remember and celebrate in a range of ways, both online and in-person. 

On Good Friday, there is a Crofton Kids All-Age Service at 10am at Holy Rood. This 
is an in-person service that will also be livestreamed on our Facebook page. 

On Easter Sunday, there will be two BCP Holy Communion services at St Edmund's 
Church at 8am and 10am.  At Holy Rood, our Church Online Easter Celebration will 
be at 10am. 

Finally, on Easter Sunday evening at 7.30pm, we'll be sharing in the Churches 
Together Easter Celebration. This pre-recorded service involves members of all the 
churches in our community. My thanks to everyone involved in producing, especially 
Colin Prestidge, who put it together. 

 

 

Reopening Holy Rood 

I am delighted that this week I am able to write to you about the next step in 
reopening Holy Rood for Sunday gatherings. 

It's been over a year since we had to close Holy Rood on Sunday mornings. In that 
time, we've only had a single Sunday with a congregation in the building. Happily, St 
Edmund's was able to reopen last summer but for Holy Rood, with a much larger 
congregation, it's been a longer wait. 

 



 

While I have good news to share with you in this letter, I do need to say that we 
cannot fully reopen yet. Social distancing, mask wearing and no congregational 
singing will remain as restrictions for some months yet. So, this is the NEXT step, not 
the LAST step. 

From May 2021 

From Sunday 2 May 2021, we will be inviting Streams to come and be the Church 
Online Congregation on Sunday mornings at 10am. We have 10 Streams, so each 
Stream will be able to come and be the Church Online Congregation once a month, 
in addition to regular Stream meetings. 

Using Streams as the Church Online Congregation means: 

1. We can reopen SAFELY, ensuring we stay within our Covid-secure capacity 
2. We can reopen for EVERYBODY, ensuring there is space for everyone over 

the month. 

Over the next few weeks, we'll be letting your Stream hosts know which Sunday your 
Stream has been allocated to. 

What will happen/won't happen when you come to Holy Rood? 

As it's a limited reopening, there will be an unstaffed crèche for very young children, 
but no other children's groups. Crofton United will continue on Sunday afternoons. 
The service will be livestreamed to the crèche room. Needless to say, livestreaming 
is one area where things have improved significantly over the last year. 

Sadly, we won't be able to offer tea and coffee after the service. 11.15am Streams 
will still be meeting too, so we will be asking you to exit the building once Church 
Online is over, maintaining social distancing. However, in spite of the ongoing 
restrictions, I believe there will be great joy in being together again, no matter how 
limited the experience might feel. 

What happens now? 

Over the next few weeks, we'll be in touch with Stream Hosts directly about which 
Sunday each Stream can come in. This is a good opportunity to say that, if you are 
not part of a Stream, now's the perfect time to join one. Do let the Parish Office 
know if you would like to join a Stream. 

You may have questions. If so, please let the Office know and I will do my best to 
answer them in a future Vicar's letter. More information about timings etc will follow 
shortly too. 

For now, however, I am so pleased we can take this next step towards reopening 
Holy Rood on Sundays. It won't be what we're used to, but I hope there will be real 
joy in being able to meet physically together as part of Church Online. 

With love, 

Richard 

 

  
 


