
 

26 February 2021 

Dear Crofton Parish, 

This week, the Prime Minister announced the roadmap for a gradual easing of restrictions between now and June. This 

is great news and means that, hopefully, we will be able to restart many aspects of Parish life between now and the 

summer. 

I have to sound a slight note of caution, however, because churches remain complex environments in which to manage 

the risks of viral transmission. For example, we don’t know when public singing will be allowed, which is such an 

important part of our gatherings. 

For now, though, we can look forward to a very different late spring and summer from last year. 

Restarting Services & Streams 

Places of Worship were allowed to remain open during Lockdown 3.0. Due to transmission rates being high, we made 

the decision to suspend our in-person gatherings apart from the Thursday Morning Service at Holy Rood. With case 

rates lower and a growing proportion of people having had at least their first vaccine jab, we can restart Services and 

Stream meetings with confidence. 

St Edmund’s 9.30am service will resume on Sunday 7 March. With social distancing still in place, we will 

continue to subdivide the congregation into two: 

‘Side A’ will meet on Sunday 7 March (BCP Communion) and 21 March (Morning Service) 

‘Side B’ will meet on Sunday 14 March (BCP Communion) and 28 March (Morning Service) 

St Edmund’s will only be open for Private Prayer from 3-4pm on Thursday 4 March. If you have any questions, 

please do contact Sorel Mitchell or Gary Willcocks. 

Streams will restart in-person meetings at Holy Rood from Monday 8 March. The Parish Office will be in touch 

with more information shortly. 

 

Day of Prayer For Our Community & Frontline Workers – Thursday 4 March 

The second Day of Prayer will take place on Thursday 4 March – more details to follow next week. Resources will be 

available on the website and a prayer station will be set up at Holy Rood. Both churches will be open for private prayer: 

Holy Rood from 11am-4pm and from 7-8pm 

St Edmund’s from 3-4pm 

 



World Day of Prayer Friday 5 March 

Hopefully, you have already received an email with details of the World Day of Prayer taking place on Friday 5 March. 

Sadly, this year, the World Day of Prayer gathering cannot take place in person. However, we do have copies of the 

service leaflet available to collect from the Parish Office, so that people can take part in their homes. It is hoped that a 

worship service will be released on You Tube. For more information, please visit https://www.wwdp.org.uk/   

 

Welcome Zoom – Sunday 7 March 11am 

Even during Lockdown, we’ve had people joining Crofton Parish throughout 2020. If that’s you, we are holding a 

Welcome Zoom on Sunday 7 March for anyone who has joined Crofton Parish since the beginning of 2020. Normally, 

there would be delicious cakes at a Welcome Event – unfortunately, you’ll have to provide your own this time. We are 

looking forward to seeing you on Zoom and giving you the chance to find out more about Crofton Parish. 

If you have joined us during 2020/21, you should receive an email from the Parish Office next week with the Zoom login 

details. If you don’t receive this email, please contact the Parish Office. 

 

New Clergy for North Gosport 

As you will know, in autumn 2020 we began an exciting partnership with the new North Gosport Parish. Part of this 

project is to plant a new, family-friendly congregation into St Mary’s, Rowner in the autumn. (Please do get in touch 

with either Jude Greenfield or me if you are interested in being part of this.) 

During half-term, we held interviews for the two Team Vicar posts that will be heading up this new initiative. We had an 

excellent morning and I hope that this Sunday I will be able to introduce the new clergy for North Gosport. Do join in 

with Church Online on Facebook to find out more! 

Aggie Weston’s 

Aggie Weston’s is a Christian Charity supporting members of the Royal Navy, Marines, Fleet Auxiliary and their families. 

They currently have a vacancy for an Operations and HR Manager in their Portsmouth Office and have asked local 

churches to advertise this post. Go to aggies.org.uk to find out more. 

Census 2021 

Census 2021 happens in March 2021. As I mentioned a few weeks ago, with ONS based in Titchfield we have a number 

of members of our church working on this important project. Please do make sure you get involved when it’s time to 

participate in Census 2021. 

With love, 

Richard 

 


