
 

  
Dear Crofton Parish, 

 

 

 

For our 'Vision 2021' talk last Sunday morning, we looked at how to live through an 'in-between' 
moment. A couple of weeks into January, that seems to be an apt description. The numbers of 
people getting vaccinated are steadily growing – including many in our communities, I'm 
delighted to say – yet the situation in our hospitals is the worst it has ever been, both here and 
abroad. This week, I watched Sara Sidner, a celebrated CNN journalist who has reported while 
under fire in warzones, break down and weep, unable to continue, as she described the 
situation in hospitals in California. At this time, it's important to do what we can to stay in prayer 
for our communities, especially those on the frontline in hospitals and healthcare settings, walk 
closely with the Lord and, of course, play our part in suppressing the spread of the virus. 

Yet, we know that, in 2021, we will pass a tipping-point in this crisis. What comes next for us as 
individuals, households and a Parish was the theme of 'Vision 2021'. If you haven't listened to 
the talk yet, it's available on our website and YouTube channel. Let me encourage you to listen 
or listen again so we let this important message sink in. 

Here's the YouTube link to the video of the talk: : https://youtu.be/8kXWVwPqTm8 
Lockdown 3.0 

At present, services at St Edmund's and Streams at Holy Rood are suspended while rates of 
transmission are so high. However, the Thursday 10am service at Holy Rood is continuing and 
both churches are open for quiet prayer: 

St Edmunds is open on Thursdays from 3-4pm 
Holy Rood is open on Thursdays from 7-8pm. 

If you or anyone you know is struggling through this new lockdown, please do ask for help. The 
Parish Office is available via phone or email. We have a wonderful team of volunteers ready 
and willing to assist with practical needs and the Open team, among others, willing to listen to 
anyone not coping with this extended period of upheaval. 

For practical help, you can phone the Office or email help@croftonparish.org.uk. 
For prayer or someone to talk, you can phone the Office or email prayer@croftonparish.org.uk. 
 



 

 
Woman's Hour is a monthly Zoom meeting for women organised by Kathryn England that 
launched in the autumn. I know from those that have been attending how encouraging and 
supportive they have found the group since its launch. Woman's Hour is for an hour on 
Saturday evenings and combines the chance to talk and share together with input from Cathy 
Madavan's talks on resilience. You can join in with this month's meeting, even if you've never 
been involved before. 

Woman's Hour in January is this Saturday 16 January 2021, 8-9pm on Zoom. The login details 
are as follows: 

Zoom Meeting ID: 203 672 5144 

Password: croftoncat 

Raising Faith 

In partnership with St Faith's, Lee-on-Solent, Crofton Parish is running Raising Faith, a flexible, 
six-part resource that explores how Christian families can create strong and healthy foundations 
of faith in their children. For more information go to  http://stfaithslee.org/raising-faith/  

 
 

 
 

This Sunday at Church Online, and with our new partner Parish in North Gosport, we begin a 
new teaching series looking at the Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 5-7, entitled 'Manifesto 
for a New World'. In this unique, 'in-between' moment, walking through Jesus' most important 
teaching will help us prepare for what's ahead. 

In addition, Church Online this Sunday will include Zoom participation for families! We loved 
having families involved during the Zoom Nativity in December and have decided to make this 
an occasional feature of Church Online. All families should have received a separate email with 
Zoom login details and should be receiving a pack with information about what you'll need to 
participate. It's going to be a lot of fun and having families involved will enhance our learning 
and worship together. 

With love, 

Richard 
 
PS. As you may know, since October I have been acting as interim Team Rector for North 
Gosport parish alongside being Vicar of Crofton Parish. I am delighted to let you know that, after 
an interview last week, the Bishop has invited me to continue this dual role on a permanent 
basis. Please pray for me and the new Parish as we enter this exciting new chapter. 
 

 


