
 

  
Dear Crofton Parish, 

This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent 2020. Advent is both a beginning 
and an end: while it's the end of the calendar year, the Church's annual 
cycle of worship actually begins on Advent Sunday. We may be glad to see 
the end of 2020, but Advent reminds us that, even in the midst of darkness 
and difficulty, the hope that Christmas brought into the world is still available 
to us today. 

Christmas at Home 

This week, we begin our 'Christmas at Home' season of services and 
events, most of which will be online. However, the government's recent 
announcements mean that we will be able to hold some in-person Christmas 
events, which is wonderful. Do look out for more details as we go along. 

This week, we have Christingle at Home! Our Christingle service is a 
highlight of the season. This year, it will be live on Facebook at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 3 December. Packs will be going out to all our families with 
children under 11 this week, so you can make your own Christingle at home. 
But anyone can join in! 

Attached to this letter, you will also find a flyer with HOG (Household of God) 
activity you can do at home and questions for Home Group discussion. 
 
 
Virtual Prayer Weekend Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 December 

I am delighted that members of our PCC have felt led to call us to prayer 
and have put together a Virtual Weekend of Prayer that we can join in with 
from wherever we are. The theme of the Virtual Prayer Weekend is 'Before, 
During & After', reflecting on how Crofton Parish has changed through the 
Covid19 pandemic and what the Lord might be calling us to as we enter a 
post-Covid world. 

You should have received an email from prayer@croftonparish.org.uk 
explaining how you can be involved in the Virtual Prayer Weekend and 
inviting you to sign up. Please check your junk/spam folder in case you don't 
see it. 
 

 



 

Re-Opening Holy Rood & St Edmund's 

Following the government's recent announcements about the end of 
Lockdown 2.0, I am delighted that we will be able to re-open both our 
churches from next week. 

• The Thursday Morning service will resume at Holy Rood on 
Thursday 3 December at 10am 

• St Edmund's will resume their Morning Service on Sunday 6 
December at 9.30am, with the same arrangements as before 
regarding each 'side' of the congregation meeting on alternate 
weeks. 

• Streams can resume meeting from next weekend, when the Genters 
and Grants Streams are due to meet on Saturday and Sunday 
respectively. It looks like every Stream will be able to meet once 
before Christmas. 

The one change for us is that, as Hampshire is going into Tier 2 post-
Lockdown, you can only socialise at church with the household or social 
bubble you come with. Please do respect this change to the guidelines. 

As strange as this Christmas will be, I believe there will be something 
special about our gatherings as we meet to remember and celebrate the gift 
of Jesus, the Light of the World. 

'The Light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it.' 

With much love, 

Richard 

  
 

 



 


