
 

  
Dear friends, 

Walking through an extended period of difficulty and hardship is not easy. 
Over the years, I've learned that there are at least two things going on in our 
lives in moments of difficulty and hardship: 

On the one hand, something sad or difficult is happening; 
On the other hand, God is present and gracious and works through pain and 
suffering to bring about good. 

God is not the author of pain, yet he can work in it and through it, fulfilling his 
redemptive purposes, making us more like Jesus and a blessing to the world 
around us. 

As I listen to Christians and church leaders around the world, I hear both of 
these narratives (though rarely expressed by the same person!). Some 
focus on the difficulty and the pain of what we've been experiencing, 
perhaps rightly reminding that minority groups are disproportionately 
affected by Covid19. Others want to proclaim that God is doing something 
wonderful: these days might even be the precursor for a great move of the 
Spirit. 

Both are true and both are true at the same time. This is what makes 
navigating pain and suffering – personally and corporately – so challenging: 
something awful is happening, yet God can work redemptively in it and 
through it. 

For a Christian, this is no surprise because we look to the Cross. At the 
Cross, the very worst thing imaginable happened to the very best person 
who's ever lived. Yet, from that singular moment of pain and suffering, the 
Father is working his redemptive purpose out in every generation. We 
shouldn't be surprised when he does the same thing in our moments of pain 
and suffering. 

Going forward, it will be important to recognise this tension. When we accept 
it and live within it, we neither deny our pain nor negate what God might do 
in it and through it. 

 

 

 



 

United Breaks Out 

This weekend, we would normally be taking about 100 people to the New 
Wine conference. This year, the conference has come to us! Over this 
weekend (Jul 30 – Aug 3), the annual New Wine conference 'United Breaks 
Out' is available – for free! – online. 

All the sessions will be released over the weekend on the New Wine 
YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/user/newwinetube 

You can find the full programme on the New Wine website 
https://breaksout.new-wine.org/programme/ 

'Space Agency' – the New Wine Kids programme is available on the 
NWKidz website https://www.nwkidz.org/ 

And launching this year is Luminosity – a brand-new Youth event. You can 
find out more here https://www.weareluminosity.org/ 

I am so grateful to the whole New Wine movement for providing such a 
brilliant programme of events online and for free. Do take advantage of the 
worship, teaching, seminars, Zoom events and more over the weekend. It's 
going to be brilliant! 

This Sunday at Church Online, we'll be joining in with United Breaks Out. At 
10am on Sunday, join Dan and Jude, Beth, and Martin for a pre-event social 
at their 'pop-up' indoor campsite. The main programme begins at 11am and 
8pm on the New Wine YouTube channel. 

Dan and Jude will be writing the next two weeks' letters while the Englands 
are away. May God bless you as we enter the summer break. 

Yours 

Richard 
 

 


