
 

  

Dear Crofton Parish 

This is a longer letter as July is the month where we will be moving out of strict 

lockdown into something new. From this week onwards, I'll be explaining 'What's 

Next?' for us as a Parish, so please make sure you keep up with what's happening 

through these weekly letters and the regular announcements at Church Online. 

Sunday Services 

For now, both of our churches remain closed for Sunday services. From this Sunday, 

we will be broadcasting Church Online at 10am and Evening Prayer at 7.30pm from 

Holy Rood. But there won't be congregations present at either service. This may 

change eventually, but not before the autumn. 

We are working towards opening for some services over the summer, particularly for 

those who can't access our online gatherings. There will be more details about this in 

due course. 

Private Prayer 

From this week onwards, both churches will be open for private prayer. 

Holy Rood from 10am-12noon & 7-8pm on Wednesdays 

St Edmund's from 5-6pm on Thursdays 

You are welcome to come in to the church at any time during these sessions; there is 

no need to book. There will be stewards at both churches and you will be asked to 

follow some simple procedures when you arrive and leave so we can keep our 

buildings Covid-secure. 

One River, Many Streams 

As the saying goes, 'Hope for the best; plan for the worst'. We hope Covid19 will be 

dealt with as soon as possible but we have to plan for an extended period of 

disruption. The national CofE estimates we will be living with the impact of Covid19 for 

12-18mths. As a larger church, we are particularly affected and can't just wait for 

things to sort themselves out. 



 

We are working on a plan called 'One River, Many Streams'. This will be our teaching 

series during July and a Study Guide to accompany the series available on the series 

page on the website https://croftonparish.org.uk/streams. 

As I'll be explaining over the next few weeks, our plan is to subdivide the Holy Rood 

congregations (about 500 adults and children) into groups of 30 people which can 

meet safely on-site at allotted times during the week to pray and learn together and to 

support each other. 

As you'll appreciate, this is a mammoth task. However, this approach allows us to start 

to meet together as 'Many Streams': small communities of faith that together 

comprise the 'One River' that is Crofton Parish. 

You'll receive more detailed information about this throughout July. Please do take the 

time to read it so you know how you can be involved. 

(As a smaller congregation, St Edmund's will have its own plan. More details on this to 

follow.) 

Finally… 

Change is a constant in church life. However, in 2020 alone we have had to manage 2 

or 3 major changes to church life. These have been the kind of sweeping changes that 

we would normally implement over months, if not years. As one pastor friend put it, 

'The Church is called to agility, not stability.' We are a pretty agile church but this 

season is testing for all of us. 

So, can I ask you to do two things? 

1. Please keep praying for the Staff Team and Wardens. Negotiating this is as 

challenging as anything we've had to do. We need your prayers. 

2. Please pay attention to the information coming out during July. The 'One River, 

Many Streams' (ORMS) approach is a positive but wide-reaching change. It will 

help enormously if all of us are taking the time to listen carefully and 

understand what's going on so we can be supportive and involved. 

Thanks in advance for how supportive I know you are going to be in the weeks and 

months ahead. Together, I know we'll not only get through us but experience God's 

care and blessing as we go. 

Yours 

Richard 

 

 


