
 

Dear Crofton Parish 

It's a beautiful week on the South Coast and we heard some good news from the government about 

further unlocking of the Covid19 restrictions. As usual, there will be mixed feelings among us: some 

will be delighted they can go to the pub; others will be anxious that reduced social distancing might 

lead to another surge in cases. Both responses are understandable and it's important we be 

sympathetic to those who view things differently from us. 

This is a longer letter this week, with some detail about what the changes mean for Crofton Parish. 

Opening Our Churches 

Private Prayer 

In line with government guidance, we will be opening Holy Rood for private prayer from this week 

on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon. We don't have a tradition of keeping our churches 

open for private prayer in Crofton Parish (there's usually too much else going on). However, should 

you or someone you know value making use of that time, please do so. 

There will be a one way system in operation, with hand sanitiser available on your way in (through 

the main centre doors) and way out (south porch). 

We anticipate making this time available throughout July, until other aspects of our life together can 

open up. I will let you know more details in due course. 

St Edmund's are making their own plans for offering private prayer. If you are on the St Edmund's 

mailing list, you should already know about this. 

Sundays 

From Sunday 5 July, we will be able to broadcast Church Online from Holy Rood. This is a welcome 

development and means Sunday 28 June will be our final Church at Home. 

For now, Sunday services will still be online only as restrictions on the size of worship gatherings still 

apply. The PCC and I, along with the staff team and Home Group leaders, are working on a plan for 

smaller, in-person gatherings; I will let you know more details in due course. Our other services (St 

Edmund's and Thurs mornings) will not restart just yet. 

Sunday 5 July will also mark a slight change in our weekly pattern of online gatherings. Monday and 

Friday Night Prayer finish on Friday 3 July, replaced by a short service of Evening Prayer on Sundays 

from 7.30-8pm on Facebook. Like Night Prayer, this will remain available on Facebook for you to 

participate in at any point. 

  



Children's and Youth Zoom Meetings 

Over the last couple of weeks, Dan and Jude Greenfield have started Zoom meetings for junior 

children and for youth. Parents, please encourage your kids to be involved in these as best they can. 

We know children and young people spend a lot of time on video chat already at the moment, but 

we would love to see as many as possible involved in these groups. 

Michael Adams 

Longer-serving members of HR may remember Michael Adams, who was part of the parish for many 

years, particularly involved in the 11.10 congregation. Sadly, Michael passed away recently; his 

funeral was on Friday at Holy Rood. 

Looking Ahead 

While some restrictions have eased, we will still be living in a very different world for some time to 

come. Unfortunately, churches are among the more high-risk environments for viral spread and will 

have to bear with the restrictions. Thank you for your understanding; thank you for your patience 

and good humour. Thank you for continuing to participate in Church at Home and our online 

activities – please don't give up now. 

Hopefully, earlier in the week you received an email with a link to our Crofton Parish Church at 

Home Survey. We would be grateful if as many people as possible could complete it. You can also 

find a link to the survey on our Crofton Parish website https://croftonparish.org.uk/coronavirus/ and 

our Holy Rood Facebook page.   

 

With much love, 

Richard 

 


