
Sunday 14th June

 

Welcome to this week's Church at Home pack! 

Today we are continuing our Encounter series, and in 
our passage today John the Baptist’s followers ask 
Jesus whether he’s the Messiah they’ve been waiting 
for.  Jesus says ‘look at the evidence…’ 

“PEOPLE ENCOUNTER 
EVIDENCE WHEN THEY 

MEET JESUS." 

We’ve compiled a variety of activities in today’s pack. Enjoy spending time as a 
household as you try some of these things out. We’d love to see your crafts and 
colouring pages via the ‘Holy Rood Church’ Facebook page, or on Instagram! 

We’ve also got some new YouTube playlists available for you.  If you need some 
time to do work, or to help a child do their homework, and the kids have watched all of 
iPayer, you could try letting your child watch one of our age-appropriate playlists on 
YouTube.  Go to our Crofton Parish channel (or click here) to check them out. As of 
writing, we’ve got one for Under 5s with stories and worship songs, and one for 14-18s, 
filled with worship and talks from Soul Survivor and other youth movements.  More 
playlists will be on their way soon! 

Every Blessing, 

 
Jude & Dan Greenfield 
Children, Families and Youth Team Leaders  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPcV_7a14LUOIYKUT2nVaDQ/playlists?view_as=subscriber
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Encounter Evidence 

Luke 7: 18-35 
NIV UK 
Jesus and John the Baptist 

18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of 
them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we expect someone else?’ 

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, ‘John the Baptist sent us 
to you to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 
someone else?”’ 

21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, illnesses 
and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he 
replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John what you 
have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those 
who have leprosy[a] are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone 
who does not stumble on account of me.’ 

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 
about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and 
indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one 
about whom it is written: 

‘“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you.”[b] 

28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater 
than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he.’ 

29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ 
words, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had 
been baptised by John. 30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the 
law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not 
been baptised by John.) 
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31 Jesus went on to say, ‘To what, then, can I compare the people of 
this generation? What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in 
the market-place and calling out to each other: 

‘“We played the pipe for you, 

    and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, 

    and you did not cry.” 

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, 
and you say, “He has a demon.” 34 The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and you say, “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners.” 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her 
children.’ 

MSG 
Is This What You Were Expecting? 

18-19 John’s disciples reported back to him the news of all these 
events taking place. He sent two of them to the Master to ask the 
question, “Are you the One we’ve been expecting, or are we still 
waiting?” 

20 The men showed up before Jesus and said, “John the Baptiser 
sent us to ask you, ‘Are you the One we’ve been expecting, or are we 
still waiting?’” 

21-23 In the next two or three hours Jesus healed many from 
diseases, distress, and evil spirits. To many of the blind he gave the 
gift of sight. Then he gave his answer: “Go back and tell John what 
you have just seen and heard: 

The blind see, 

The lame walk, 

Lepers are cleansed, 

The deaf hear, 



Sunday 14th June
The dead are raised, 

The wretched of the earth 

    have God’s salvation hospitality extended to them. 

“Is this what you were expecting? Then count yourselves fortunate!” 

24-27 After John’s messengers left to make their report, Jesus said 
more about John to the crowd of people. “What did you expect when 
you went out to see him in the wild? A weekend camper? Hardly. 
What then? A sheik in silk pyjamas? Not in the wilderness, not by a 
long shot. What then? A messenger from God? That’s right, a 
messenger! Probably the greatest messenger you’ll ever hear. He is 
the messenger Malachi announced when he wrote, 

I’m sending my messenger on ahead 

To make the road smooth for you. 

28-30 “Let me lay it out for you as plainly as I can: No one in history 
surpasses John the Baptiser, but in the kingdom he prepared you for, 
the lowliest person is ahead of him. The ordinary and disreputable 
people who heard John, by being baptised by him into the kingdom, 
are the clearest evidence; the Pharisees and religious officials would 
have nothing to do with such a baptism, wouldn’t think of giving up 
their place in line to their inferiors. 

31-35 “How can I account for the people of this generation? They’re 
like spoiled children complaining to their parents, ‘We wanted to skip 
rope and you were always too tired; we wanted to talk but you were 
always too busy.’ John the Baptiser came fasting and you called him 
crazy. The Son of Man came feasting and you called him a lush. 
Opinion polls don’t count for much, do they? The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating.” 

As you read or listened to this 
story, what word or phrase 
jumped out at you? 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Together: 
Imagine you’re one of John the Baptist’s disciples and you’re trying 
to find out who Jesus is. 

A good detective asks the right questions. 

What question did John’s disciples ask Jesus? 

A good detective gathers evidence. 

What evidence did they gather that answered their 
question? (read v.21-23) 

A good detective makes conclusions from the evidence. 

Is Jesus who he says he is? 

“Go back and tell John what 
you have just seen and heard”
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‘Go back and report 
to John what you 

have seen and heard: 
the blind receive 

sight, the lame walk, 
those who have 

leprosy are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and 
the good news is 
proclaimed to the 

poor.’
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Pray together that 
the Holy Spirit 

would help you to 
encounter Jesus’ 

love this week. 
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Word search:


	“people encounter evidence when they meet Jesus."

