
Sunday 24th May

 

Welcome to this week's Church at Home pack! 

We are resuming our Encounter series, and in today’s 
passage Jesus continues to talk to the crowd of 
disciples. Here, he encourages them to love their 
enemies. What does that mean for us today? 

'Thy Kingdom Come' is a special period of prayer in the days leading up to Pentecost 
(Sun 31 May). If you watched last Sunday's online service, you will have heard Richard 
talk about how we will be participating during lockdown this year. 

For families there is a Prayer Adventure App - an AR (Augmented Reality) App with 
games and activities to help get families and children learning and praying 
together.   You can watch a video about it here. 

Enjoy spending time together and growing as a family as you try some of these things 
out. Let us know how you get on via the Facebook group ‘Holy Rood Church’ or on 
Instagram! 

Every Blessing, 

 
Jude & Dan Greenfield 
Children, Families and Youth Team Leaders  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/digital-family-prayer-adventure-map
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Encounter Mercy 

Luke 6: 27-36 
NIV UK 

27 ‘But to you who are listening I say: love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you. 29 If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not 
withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them 
do to you. 

32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be 
repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. 

MSG 

26 “There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of others, saying what 
flatters them, doing what indulges them. Popularity contests are not truth contests—look 
how many scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your task is to be 
true, not popular. 

27-30 “To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them bring 
out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with 
the energies of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in the face, stand there and 
take it. If someone grabs your shirt, gift wrap your best coat and make a present of it. If 
someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No 
more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously. 
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31-34 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behaviour: Ask yourself what you want people 
to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable, do 
you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you only help those who 
help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If you only give for 
what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers 
does that. 

35-36 “I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll 
never—I promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives 
toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our Father is kind; 
you be kind. 

Together: 
Talk about the passage. You could write on the page graffiti-style or circle words or 
phrases. 

How do you think the people listening to Jesus felt? 

What do you think the people listening to Jesus said to one another? Write in the 
speech bubble what you would have thought or felt about what Jesus was saying. 
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Live out this God-
created identity 

the way our 
Father lives 
toward us, 

generously and 
graciously, even 

when we’re at our 
worst. Our Father 

is kind; you be 
kind.
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Prayer activity: 
Cut this picture out and stick it to a paper plate or some other card (an empty cereal 
packet would work well). Turn it so the sad face is showing, and pray for people who 
have hurt you and people who have been hurt by others. Now turn it the other way up 
so the happy face is showing. Pray about who you could be kind to this week. 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Unscramble the words and fill in the blanks  
to see what Jesus said about this in Luke 6:36


