
 
 
Vicar's Update, 3rd April 2020                                                                                                          

 

Dear Crofton Parish community, 

What a strange Easter week this will be! For most of us, Easter 2020 will be unlike any other 

Easter season we have experienced before. 

Since the Coronavirus crisis began, I have been asking us to 'Trust God', 'Play Your Part' and 

'Love Your Neighbour'. Those will continue to be our three themes for this season that we are 

in. 

But, at Easter, we can take a moment to remind ourselves that the restrictions we are under will 

come to an end. Through the Easter weekend, we will remember how Jesus submitted himself 

to restriction on our behalf. As Isaiah 53.8 puts it – written over 500 years before Jesus was even 

born: 

'He was cut off from the land of the living' 

Jesus suffered in our place; yet, that was not the end of the story! With God, 'suffering is never 

the whole story and suffering is never the end of the story'. So, the Father raised the Son from 

the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We don't have stones to roll away, but – and I hope this doesn't sound too cliché – at some 

point we will be able to open the doors of our homes and go out. The restrictions on us will be 

released. We will be able to go back to something approximating normal life again. 

The questions for us are, 'How do I use this time of restriction well?' and 'What kind of person 

will I be when I re-emerge?' Let's ask the living God – who is with us by his Spirit – to use our 

time of restriction to deepen his love and grace in us and deepen our love for him and each 

other. 

With much love, 

Richard 

 


