Individual, Household
and Group Study Guide

‘We have lost the vocabulary of faith-sharing’
Andrew Hargreaves
The last words of Jesus were, ‘Go and make disciples’. Yet
many Christians feel unprepared or anxious about the
reactions they might receive. Perhaps we think that
modern people are hostile to talking about Jesus.
In this series, we will look again at what it means to be
witnesses to what God has done. In our generation, we
don’t want to be a ‘silent witness’ but ‘always ready to
share the reason for the hope we have.’
As we look to autumn 2019 and beyond, there will be
plenty of opportunities to invite friends and family to
events at Crofton Parish. This series prepares us to be
used by God to help others discover him for themselves.

How to use this Booklet
Home Groups
In this booklet, you will find questions for home groups
to follow up the Sunday teaching. There will be some
practical exercises to try in our groups to prepare us for
more positive interactions in faith-sharing.
If you are not in a Crofton Parish home group, this
would be a great time to join one! Please email the
Parish Office to find out more:
office@croftonparish.org.uk
For Individuals and Households
As well as Home Group questions, each week has
readings and questions you can use for further study at
home, either by yourself or with your household.

The readings and questions have families with children in
mind and are aimed at people of all ages and
backgrounds. If you do one a day, it shouldn’t take more
than 10 minutes.

Week 1: Silent Witness?
Bible Reading: John 9.1-25
Key Verse: ‘One thing I do know: I was blind but now I see!’ v25

Group Questions
1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

Can you think of a time when you told someone else you
were a Christian? What happened?

3.

Practise telling your story of coming to faith in Jesus. In 1-2
minutes, explain: what you were like before, what happened
and what difference Jesus has made.

For Individuals and Households
1.

John 9 is a great story! Read it again. What’s your favourite
part?

2.

How did you come to faith in Jesus? Remind yourself (you
could write it down) or share with someone else.

3.

‘Not every Christian is an evangelist; but every Christian is a
witness.’ Imagine you are in a courtroom. How would you
answer the question, ‘Why are you a Christian?’

4.

Read Acts 1.8. It is the Holy Spirit who empowers us to be
witnesses. Ask God to fill you with his Spirit today.

Week 2: We Were All Fish Once
Bible Reading: Luke 5.1-11
Key Verse: ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.’ v11

Group Questions
1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

Think of one person who was instrumental in you coming to
faith. Who were they and what happened?

3.

Who has God ‘perfectly positioned’ you to influence? List 3
or 4 names and pray for them.

For Individuals and Households
1.

Who was involved in you becoming a Christian? Remind
yourself or tell each other your stories.

2.

Write a card or letter to the person you mentioned in
Question 1. How would you say thank you? (NB You don’t
have to send the card.)

3.

Read Luke 5.1-11. What did Jesus mean by saying his
followers would ‘fish for people’?

4.

Who has God ‘perfectly positioned’ you to influence? List 3
or 4 names and pray for them today.

Week 3: I Only Do What I See the Father Doing
Bible Reading: John 5.16-19
Key Verse: ‘My Father is always at work to this very day.’ v17

Group Questions
1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

Has anyone ever opened up to you unexpectedly? What
happened?

3.

‘Moments of difficulty can become moments of discovery.’
Saying, ‘Can I pray for you?’ can be one of the kindest, most
powerful things you can do. Practise praying for each
other’s needs.

For Individuals and Households
1.

Jesus says that God is always working. When have you
experienced God working unexpectedly in someone else’s
life?

2.

Read Luke 10.1-7. God is always going ahead of us, working
in people’s lives. Jesus describes someone that God has
been making ready as a ‘person of peace.’ What do you
think he means by this?

3.

Can you think of any ‘people of peace’ in your lives. Pray for
them today.

4.

Think about the day ahead. What will you be doing? Who
will you be meeting? Ask God to go ahead of you today,
preparing you for whoever you meet.

Week 4: How to Talk about God I
Bible Reading: Acts 17.16-23
Key Verse: ‘God… is not far from any one of us.’ Acts 17.27

Group Questions
1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

‘In 1500 it was almost impossible not to believe in God; in
2019 it’s almost impossible to believe.’ Why do you think so
few people in the UK practise any kind of faith?

3.

What questions do you think unchurched people have
about faith? How might you answer them?

For Individuals and Households
1.

Have you ever talked to someone who didn’t believe in God
(an atheist)? What did they say?

2.

Read Acts 17.16-23. Paul tries hard to relate the message
about Jesus to the people he is speaking to. How might we
do this today?

3.

Many people today have a ‘flat’ view of life, excluding the
spiritual. Yet God is with us in this world. How can you
practise his presence today?

4.

As a Parish, we love to help modern people discover Jesus
for themselves. Pray for us as we explore how to do this
well.

Week 5: How to Talk about God II
Bible Reading: John 3.1-20
Key Verse: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’
John 3.16
Group Questions:

1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

Have you ever had to explain what Christians believe? What
did you say and what happened?

3.

Try explaining the Christian faith to each other as simply as
possible. In less than 2 minutes, try answering the question,
‘What do Christians believe?’

For Individuals and Households
1.

How would you answer the question, ‘Why are you a
Christian?’

2.

John 3.16 can be broken down into: God LOVES, God
GIVES, we BELIEVE, we RECEIVE. Do you think this is a
good way to explain what Christians believe?

3.

What misconceptions do you think people today have about
what Christians believe?

4.

Think of 4 or 5 people you want to come to faith. Pray for
them today.

Week 6: Talk the Talk, Walk the Walk
Bible Reading: 1 Peter 2.11-12 & 3.13-16
Key Verse: ‘Live such good lives among the pagans that… they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.’ 2.12
Group Questions:

1.

What struck you about what you heard on Sunday? Was
there anything you didn’t understand or agree with?

2.

Have you ever met anyone whose lifestyle or conduct really
impressed? Who was it and why?

3.

In what ways can we ‘live such good lives’ in today’s world?
How can churches and individuals contribute meaningfully
to the common good? Make a list and then consider what
your group could commit to.

For Individuals and Households
1.

Have you ever known someone whose life as a Christian
really impressed you? What was it about them that did?

2.

In what places and contexts do you live out your faith in
Jesus? Pray for each one today.

3.

What challenges do you think the first Christians faced to
‘live such good lives’ in their time and place?

4.

In what ways can we ‘live such good lives’ in our
workplaces, community, etc? Think about 2 or 3 things you
or your household could do.

What’s Next?
Willow Creek Community Church developed a simple formula
for faith-sharing:

High Potency
+

Close Proximity
+
Clear Communication
=
Maximum Impact
The first thing is to be filled with the Holy Spirit (see Acts 1.8).
For a week, spend five minutes at the start of each day asking
God to fill you with his Holy Spirit and make you sensitive to the
needs of those around you.
Do you live in close proximity with people that don’t share your
faith? Perhaps you could organise something social at work.
Maybe your home group could host a BBQ for friends and
neighbours. (This isn’t old-school ‘friendship evangelism’ but
simply being good neighbours and co-workers.)
The first Christians had a clear focus on being excellent citizens in
their towns and cities. We have so much to offer, but salt that
never leaves the saltshaker is no use!

It’s helpful to give some time to think how we might simply
answer when asked about our faith.
During this series, we’ve spent time thinking about how to answer
some simple questions:
Why did you become a Christian?
What do Christians believe?

If you found those questions difficult to answer, you might want
to give some time and thought to it. Can you answer each
question in less than 2 minutes? (You can practise on your home
group, if you like.)
Finally, there are some simple questions we can ask others.
Always be sensitive, especially at work:
Would you like to come to my church?
Would you like me to pray for you?
You’d be surprised how often people respond positively. If we’re
sensitive and caring, most people won’t feel preached at, but
cared for. Remember, like Jesus we want something FOR people,
not something FROM them.
You occasionally may find yourself being asked questions you
don’t know the answer to. It’s okay to say ‘I don’t know’! You can
ask in your home group or talk to anyone on the staff team. Or,
you can invite that person to church and they can ask themselves!
May God bless us as we try not to be silent witnesses and as we
work with him in sharing his love and care with those around us.

SILENT WITNESS
SHARING YOUR FAITH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Individual, Household and Group Study Guide
© Crofton Parish, 2019

