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Introduction 

Our summer teaching series ‘Gifted’ is an extended study on the subject of spiritual gifts. We each 

receive a deposit of grace when we put our lives into God’s hands. This is the work of the Holy Spirit 

in our lives. He not only assures us of our place within God’s love but also gifts us and calls us to 

serve him in our world and within the Christian community. 

The language the Early Church used to describe this experience was the language of ‘spiritual gifts’. 

They recognised that as soon as you become a Christian you have something to offer, something to 

give. The picture of the ‘Body’ of Christ, which is always present alongside teaching on spiritual gifts, 

is a reminder that we all have something to contribute and that the entire community suffers when 

we don’t make our contribution. What counts is not the size of our gift, it’s the faithfulness with 

which we put it to work. 

As we work through this series, you will be: 

1. Reminded that you have something to give; 

2. Encouraged to explore what gifts you have, whether you already know or not; and 

3. Helped to think through what it means to put those gifts into practice. 

Teaching on Spiritual Gifts in the NT always has 3 strands: GRACE, the BODY and LOVE. Spiritual Gifts 

are an expression of God’s grace to us, dependant on his goodness, not our effort. Spiritual Gifts 

remind us that, as a body, we all have something to contribute and we all need each other. Finally, 

Spiritual Gifts, when put to good use, are a practical expression of our and God’s love for each other. 

As you follow through this series, may you be reminded of what you can offer, discover what you 

can give and be helped to put your gifts to work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes for Home Groups 

The Gifted series lasts for 8 weeks through June and July 2018. There are 5 weeks of notes as most 

home groups meet fortnightly. The notes draw on the earlier weeks of the series so you shouldn’t 

get ahead. Instead, you may find yourself looking at a topic that was addressed on an earlier Sunday 

and need to listen back to the talk. 

Don’t be afraid to get into the details of what gifts your group members may have. Any conclusions 

you reach will be tentative, but it’s important that we can encourage each other, and maybe even 

challenge each other to put our gifts to work.  

Alongside the home group notes, there will be a personal ‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’ for everyone to fill 

in. Do use these for discussion and reflection during your group time. Not everyone will resonate 

with every ‘gift-list’. But, hopefully, everyone will relate to a gift from at least one of the areas we 

study. Together, you can thank God for those gifts and think about how they can be put to work. To 

help, the home group notes for certain weeks have brief descriptions of the gift-lists. 

In your discussions, please try to avoid letting people get away with comments like ‘I don’t have 

spiritual gifts’. They are not badges of merit, but expressions of the grace of God in our lives. They 

are from God, not us, and everyone has a gift. 

Secondly, try to avoid using exceptional examples of gifts for illustration purposes. For example, 

when thinking about someone called to be an evangelist, you might mention Billy Graham. This is 

undoubtedly true, but can create the wrong impression of what someone called to be an evangelist 

might be like. There are lots of people called to be evangelists, but there was only one Billy Graham! 

Try to find a mixture of examples. 

Finally, enjoy learning together. It will be new for some groups, but familiar for others. The renewing 

Spirit is always at work, so you may be surprised by what you discover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week 1: ‘About Spiritual Gifts…’ 

Read 1 Corinthians 12.1-6 & listen to the first talk in the Gifted series. 

Key Ideas:  

• ‘Spiritual Gifts’ (charismata – literally, ‘grace-gifts’) is the term the first Christians developed 

to describe the unique ways in which God gifts us to serve him and each other. 

• Spiritual Gifts are expressions of God’s grace to his people, not badges of merit. As such, we 

all have gifts. 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What struck you about what you heard in the talk? Was there anything you didn’t 

understand or didn’t agree with? 

2. As we begin a series on spiritual gifts, how does the topic make you feel? Positive towards 

the subject? Negative? Or something else? Why might you feel that way? 

3. The first Christians experienced a new phenomenon in their gatherings that they eventually 

found a term for: charismata. This is what we call spiritual gifts. What experience have you 

had of spiritual gifts? 

4. The Holy Spirit amplifies natural talents, as well as giving us new gifts. For some weeks of 

this series, we will have the opportunity to encourage each other in seeking and using our 

God-given gifts. So, let’s start today by identifying what natural talents people in your group 

have. Taking each person in turn, what one natural talent do the rest of the group see in that 

person that God uses? 

Finish by praying for each other, that we might receive more of God’s grace to put our gifts to use. 



Week 2: ‘Gifts in Worship’ 

Read 1 Corinthians 12.7-11 and listen to the second talk in the Gifted series. 

Sometimes, we have lumped all the ‘gift-lists’ in the New Testament together. But each list offers a 

different perspective on the subject of Spiritual Gifts. 1 Corinthians 12 is often the most well-known 

list; it occurs in the specific context of worship within the Christian community. 

Key Ideas: 

• ‘Gifts in Worship’ is a distinct sub-section of Spiritual Gifts, placed in the context of 

gatherings of prayer and worship, both small and large. 

• These gifts are often more supernatural and are available to anyone. 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What struck you about what you heard in the talk? Was there anything you didn’t 

understand or didn’t agree with? 

Before answering the next questions, please fill in your ‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’ for Week 2. 

2. The spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12.7-11 are a specific group of gifts that we could 

call ‘Gifts in Worship’. They are most commonly demonstrated in Christian gatherings. Can 

you think of a time when you or someone else has demonstrated one of these gifts? What 

happened? 

3. The gift-list in 1 Corinthians 12 contains some gifts that are distinctly supernatural. Do you 

understand what each of the gifts is and how they might helpfully be used? 

4. Sometimes we can feel fearful or anxious when discussing the supernatural gifts. Why do 

you think that is? What could we say or do to help? 

5. Are there any gifts on this list that you would like to experience but haven’t yet? Make some 

time to pray for each other to receive these gifts. 

On your ‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’, mark what gifts you have seen being used, what gifts you have 

experienced personally and any gifts you have not experienced, but would like to. 

  



Week 3: ‘Gifts in Life’ 

Read Romans 12.3-8 and listen to the third talk in the Gifted series. 

Key Ideas 

• The gift-list in Romans 12 is much broader than that of 1 Corinthians 12. 

• Romans 12 describes gifts that motivate us; they are indicators of passion and purpose. 

Here is a brief description of each gift: 

Prophecy – someone who feels God’s heart for prayer, intimacy with God and justice in society and 

expresses it through words or creativity. The only gift mentioned in every gift-list. 

Serving – someone who is aware of the practical needs of others and delights to be involved in meeting 

them. Most churches have a high proportion of people with this gift. 

Teaching – someone with a love of learning and sharing with others, usually through written or verbal 

communication. Teachers in society are quite easy to spot because they are often… teachers. 

Encouragement – someone who sees the best in others and wants to bring it out of them. People with 

this gift love to ‘cheer you up and cheer you on’. 

Giving – someone with the ability to generate resources of time, energy or money and who feels the 

responsibility to share those resources wisely. People with the gift of giving usually feel a particular sense 

of being blessed and love to share it. 

Leadership – someone with the grace to direct people and organisations well and to make wise decisions. 

Leadership is a grace-gift, not something that comes from being in a particular position. 

Showing Mercy – someone with this gift has a particular concern for the marginalised in society and wants 

to be involved in addressing issues of poverty and injustice.  

Questions for Discussion 

1. What struck you about what you heard in the talk? Was there anything you didn’t 

understand or didn’t agree with? 

2. The Romans 12 gifts operate in a much broader context than the 1 Corinthians 12 gifts. Go 

through the brief definitions of the gifts above. For each gift, can you think of one person 

you know who has this gift? Then, can you think of any examples in wider society of people 

who have this gift (they don’t have to be a Christian)? Finally, if you have time, can you think 

of characters from the Bible who embody each of the gifts? Use the answers to fill in your 

‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’. 

3. In your group, do you or anyone else have one or more of these gifts? 

4. Where you have identified gifts in your group, how could you help each other to grow in 

their gifts? 

On your ‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’, mark if you have each gift. What gift is best/least represented in your 

group? 

In their own way, each gift reflects the character and work of God. Healthy churches have all these 

gifts functioning well. In your prayer time, pray that God would grow all of these gifs in Crofton 

Parish. How could you be the answer to that prayer? 

 

 



Week 4: ‘Gifts of Christ’ 

Read Ephesians 4.1-16 and listen to the fifth talk in the ‘Gifted’ series. If you have time, get everyone 

in your Home Group to take the online Five-Fold Ministry Survey at http://www.fivefoldsurvey.com/ 

Key Ideas 

• The gift-list in Ephesians 4 describes ‘Gifts of Christ’ rather than gifts of the Spirit.  

• The gifts are people, not things people do or qualities people have. These gifts describe how 

Jesus’ ministry is continued through his body.  

Here is a brief description of each gift: 

Apostles – as ‘sent ones’, apostles embody the missionary call of God to pioneer new things in church and 

community. NB, this is not the same use of ‘apostle’ (lower-case ‘a’) as we find for the 12 Apostles (capital 

‘A’). It is a functional role within the body of Christ to continue the missionary work of Jesus, the true 

Apostle. It doesn’t necessarily denote leadership or seniority. 

Prophets – the most commonly mentioned gift, prophets embody the speaking-out of Jesus concerning 

issues of justice and intimacy with God. A NT prophetic person does NOT operate in the same manner as 

an OT prophet. Paul says the gift of prophecy is to ‘comfort, encourage and strengthen’. 

Evangelists – with a deep concern for those who don’t know Jesus, evangelists are drawn to those outside 

the Christian community. Most evangelists are highly relational and would not feel comfortable giving an 

‘evangelistic talk’. Some, however, have a remarkable gift of communication with those who have no 

faith. 

Pastors – reflecting the heart of the Good Shepherd, pastors are those who care for others. Drawn to 

people, especially the vulnerable and hurting, pastors love to lift up and carry others, binding up life’s 

wounds. This is often the most well-represented role. 

Teachers – with a passion for truth and learning, teachers love to study and to share. The truth of a 

subject is what moves them; they enjoy learning and communicating. 

Questions for Discussion 

1. What struck you about what you heard in the talk? Was there anything you didn’t 

understand or didn’t agree with? 

2. Go through the brief definitions above. For each role, can you think of one person you know 

who has this role? Then, can you think of any examples in wider society of people who have 

this role (they don’t have to be a Christian)? Finally, if you have time, can you think of 

characters from the Bible who embody each of the role? 

3. If you took the online survey at http://www.fivefoldsurvey.com/, share your results. How do 

you feel about your result? 

4. Together, these roles continue the ministry of Jesus. Do you have any missing in your group? 

If so, what could you do about it? 

NB An online survey is no substitute for a process of discernment. But it should give you lots to talk 

about. 

Finally, we need these roles in our church and community as we seek to be the Body of Christ. Please 

pray that God might release people with these roles in our midst. 

 

 



Week 5: ‘Love in Action’ 

Read 1 Corinthians 13 and listen to the sixth talk in the ‘Gifted’ series. 

Key Idea: 

• 1 Corinthians 13 is not (just) for weddings. Its teaching on love is at the heart of what 

Spiritual Gifts are for. 

• To be loving is not expressed in thoughts and feelings, but in concrete ways we act towards 

others, especially when under pressure. 

Questions for Discussion: 

1. What struck you about what you heard in the talk? Was there anything you didn’t 

understand or didn’t agree with? 

2. Why do you think Paul was so careful to include these thoughts in the middle of an extended 

section on Spiritual Gifts? 

3. There are four examples of ‘If I…’ in vv1-3. What is Paul trying to get at with each one? What 

unhelpful inner motivations is he trying to draw out? 

4. Reread vv4-7. Of the ways in which love expresses itself here, what ways come most easily 

to you? What ways are more difficult? Use your ‘Spiritual Gifts Profile’ to record your 

answers before sharing with each other. 

5. As you reflect on the aspects of vv4-7 that don’t come easily to you, what one or two simple 

things could you do to grow to be more loving towards others? 

As vv8-12 remind us, spiritual gifts are a temporary gifts for this age; we won’t need them in the age 

to come. In your prayer time, please pray that in Crofton Parish, we would continue to do what 1 Cor 

14.1 tells us: ‘Follow the way of love’ and ‘eagerly desire spiritual gifts’. 


